dential ‘campaign’to -
the ' Eisenhower adm

tion's record on defense, i
. Democrat critics of ‘the Re
publican performance. said the)

Soviets had many more Jong-f

range missiles than ‘the United
Sta‘rs, and candidate Kennedy
pledscd that if elected he would
act lo close this “gap.”
Ove of the “missile gap”
theory's leading adherents, Sen.
Staart Symington, D., Mo., sug-
CFvited in an exchange with

Defense  Secretary Robert 8.

-AToNamara,
Learing,
coearterd,
ite "missiie gap.”

during  a

This was because, as Mr)|"
McNamava had  testified. in-

::r,-i]igence evajuation
factor in determi {4

was

‘ recent|
that the CIA both
and theén destroyed,

a

Soviet

strength as compared with U. S,

heeds,  and  new
showed in 1961/ that Soviet
missile power was far less than
had been originally thought.

This apparen wiped out
the “zap”—or a8 Sen. Emhkh
crustically termied 1t yesterday,
the “missile myth.” |

The Malne Republican was
asked "by Ben. . Kenneth B,
‘Keating, ‘R. N, ¥.,.in s -taped
TV show whethsr she thought
-it wa~ “accurate or fairto blame
our i.telljigence agencles” for
creation of the “missile gap.”

Brands It a Calch-All

CThe outspoken distaft” mem-
ber of the Senate Armed Serve
ies aud Space  Commitlers
figuratively srorted Ler reply:

“I'm very skeptical about
vulting the hot potato of the
missile myth on the doorstep
ol the CTA. The CIA is becoming
A cpteh-all to cover up the 1960
campawn statemenis of candi-
dat nedy which are coming

gB X4
| Lbﬁé‘l aunt him as President.

"1 do nal have s very high
regare o ¥ e geael 0F 1o
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estimates

sode [lgvred during the cam-
paign and have since involved
the, CIA In one way or another.

Former Vice-Preésident Nixon
sald in his new book, “Six
Crises,” that Mr. Kennedy had
been briefed during the cam-
paign by former:.CIA. director
Allen W. Dulles on U. 8. secret
arming of Cuban‘exiles for an
invasion, the April, 1961 opera-
tion that ended in disaster.

Mr. Nixon charged that Mr,
Kennedy nevertheless “endan-
gered the security of the whole
operation” by a campalgn state-
ment urging that the U. 8. arm
such Cuban exiles.

The White House haa denled
that Mr. Kennedy was told of
this recret CIA operation, and
was supported in this by Mr,
Dulles.

Stlmmlt Flop Recalied

During the 1960 primgry
campalgn, the CIA's aeria) re-

criticized for this repdrted view.

Last month. the .plépe:pliot,
Francls Gary Powers, . relurned
to the U, 8. after: he ;
by the Russiaris arid ¥
a clean bill of health

sion to the best of his abl
the CIA report sald, implying
that he was not to: hldme. for
the summit-smashing repercus-
sions of his capture, &
A Flap Develops.

But the “missile gap,” which
many péliticlans naw consider
discreetly Interred, showed a
surprising - degree of political
life, even after the 1080 cam-
paign was over ind Mr. Kennedy
was in the White House.

O Feb. 6, 1961, Defense
Secretary McNamara had an
informal private meeting with
a few reporters. He had been
understood to feel that pre-
liminary studies he had niade
suggested that no “missile gap”

conpaissance. aperations hurst

on the world ‘arene with Savis:

1

existed,. desplte ‘the ‘tampaigy
J pu® uAmoolg uj moj—|-d
14sIBpul U1 105 ,163P,, OUL |oU
"parepd
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el Democrats shot back. Sen.}

" |have been “in 8 better position!

¢ Ahsirorested Soviet capablil-

notéd sarcastically that the
much-mentioned ' “missile gap”
becdmea _very bhard to lucate
when Mr. Kennedy entered thel
White House,

Symington said that if the|
Elsenhower administration had
not adopted a “calculated™ pole
loy  of -preventing candidate
Kennedy “from obtaining ade-
quate’ Information,”. he would

to tell the American people
facts.” ‘

Sen. Richard B. Russell. D!
Ga., chairman of the Armcd:’.
Bervices Comunittee, said flatiy:
“a missile gap does exist,” a
view ecchocd by other Demwo-|
crats,

"Then, toward the end of lasti.
year, Intellizence
wlhileh  revised " downward the
U. 5. assessment of Sovlet mfs-
slle power began to be leaked) -
to' the press. These held thatfs

the “missile gup” period—dur-{.
frg 1958, 1959 aund  1960—ic-
fieated  Intelllgence .guessaal:

thei

it e selusd intended produc-
Ldn. But now, I was said, it
Bie leartied the "Russians dids
17t wo into all-out production.
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